from the Homa-Fire of Sada Siva" Chid-Akasa, as Sri Devi Lalita, seated in the
middle of Her Sree-Chakra, supported by the Supreme Adi-Purusha as Kamesvara.
Devi Lalita or Kama-Kamesvari restored the creatures of the three worlds to their
pristine vigour and health by delivering them from the clutches of Bhandasura and
his Maya by vanquishing him in battle and by the extinction of his city and race,
leaving no residue whatsoever!

It is this Devi Lalita, Kama-Kamesvari, who alone can bestow both Bhukti and
Mukti on all who remember Her by offering their every thought, word and deed at
Her Throne. She is (symbolised as) seated on the left lap of Her Lord Kamesvara
with a sweet smile ever playing on Her face, radiant like the Rising Sun and serene
as the full moon, surrounded by nine tiers of the Sakti-Chakra and worshipped by
all as the Supreme Mother and Queen, Raja Rajeswari!

AGASTHYA: " Who was this mighty Bhandasura, 0 Lord, and which was his
city? How was he able to dry up the rasa of the three worlds and become invincible?
How was the manifestation of Kamesvara and Kamesvari brought about? How did
Kama-Kamesvari, Devi Lalita, destroy Bhandasura and rescue the three worlds?
How is one enabled now to obtain both Mukti and Bhukti through Her Grace?"

HAYAGRIVA: " 0 Chief of Munis! You have asked so many questions that, to
answer them all, I will have to narrate to you a very long story indeed! If you will
have the patience, I shall relate it to you beginning with Daksha-PrajapathFs daughter
Sati Devi and her Lord Maheswara, who were responsible for the birth and prowess
of Bhandasura.

SATI DEVI VISITS DAKSHA YAGNA

The wearer of the Crescent Moon, Lord Shiva was seated on Kailas with his
spouse Sati Devi, daughter of Daksha-Prajapati. They were surrounded by devotees
like Nandi, Bhringi, Mahakala and Chiefs of the Rudra-Ganas, as also Sananda and
other Yogindras. While they were all happily contented and in great peace, Lord
Shiva was intent on pleasing his beloved spouse Sati Devi who, he felt, would soon
be separated from him!

All of a sudden, Sati Devi was surprised to hear noises in the firmament. Looking
up, she beheld vast retinues of devatas wending their way jubilantly in the direction
of her father Daksha's abode. She hastily sent a Gana-Nayaka to find the cause of
all this bustle and movement. In no time, the Gana-Nadha returned and, saluting
her, said " 0 Mother! Thy father, the great Daksha Prajapati is beginning a Great
Yajna; and these devas and devatas have all been invited to participate in it. In
response to his invitation, they are all hastening thither accompanied by all their
retinues and armies." Sati Devi was filled with joy at her father performing such a
great Yajna involving the Rulers of the three worlds! So she said to her Lord in
great haste: "0 Lord! My father is performing a great Yajna at which all my relatives
and family members are sure to be present. This will be a golden opportunity for
me to meet them all and to visit my beloved mother too! My sisters and their children
also will be there. Lord, let me go. After meeting them all, I shall return forthwith."
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